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moved to Leningrad

State University,

invited by

12 KOLLEGIJ

MATEMATIKO-MEKHANICHESKIJ FAKULTET

A.D. Alexandrov,

rector of

the University
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In the new position, V.A. Rokhlin became

one of the most active and popular professors.

• He gave many talks in various research seminars;

• gave talks to the Leningrad Mathematical Society;

• gave new long special (extra-curriculum) courses:

Ergodic theory and Topology;

• started a new research seminar: Ergodic theory;

• started a new research seminar: Topology;

• initiated reconsideration of the whole system of mandatory mathematical

courses;

• introduced and gave mandatory course in Topology (the first in the country).

He attracted lots of strong students, both undergraduate and graduate.

He created a new research school.
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Mathematical Community has formal and informal organizations.

Formal: where mathematicians work as mathematicians.

• Academy of Sciences

◦ MIAN (Steklov institute)- Moscow consists of ”otdels”

◦ LOMI- Leningrad consists of laboratories

• High education

◦ Universities

◦ Institutes

A university consists of ”fakutlets”, which originally were counterparts of

colleges, nowdays they correspond to departments,

a department consists of ”kafedras” (chairs?)

Informal organization: the main unit is a mathematical research school.

Centered at a main research seminar. Specialized seminars.

Student seminars.
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In the sixties, Leningrad was excellent

for a new mathematical research school in topology:

• Prestige of mathematics was extremely high.

• Math Olympiads attracted smart students to math.

• Mathematical Circles fixed and developed their ✭✭
✭
✭

addiction love to math.

• High schools with specialization in math gave a solid base.

• Mathematical life was centered at MAT-MEX

excellently located in a nice old building.

• Khrushchev’s thaw created optimism.

• Modern topology was not known in

Leningrad. (“all but banned in Moscow

MEX-MAT” -Arnold )

Rokhlin had a very strong unusual personality.

He stood out from professors of MAT-MEX.
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I felt that air of irrefutable assurance about him

that I probably have never felt about anybody else I have known.
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. . . with all his brutal honesty , V.A. was impeccably polite ,

especially with younger people and even more so with his students.

His self-confidence and dignity prevented him from using . . .

degrading methods of putting a person down.

. . . noble and respectful attitude towards his opponent made him stand out.”

A few things to mention:

• V.A.’s speech and lectures.

see http://www.math.stonybrook.edu/ oleg/Rokhlin/LectLMO-eng.html

• V.A. used to give a whole area to a student,

• carefully stated problems to students,

• taught students to write mathematics,

• maintained a wonderful atmosphere in seminars.
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V.A. Rokhlin was born in 1919 in Baku.

Mother: Genrietta Levenson,

Physician, The head of

sanitary-epidemiological

station Baku.

Assassinated in 1923.

Father: Abram Rokhlin,

Social-Democrat since 1903.

Arrested in September 1939,

accused in espionage,

executed in July 1941,

rehabilitated in 1957.
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In 1935, Vladimir Rokhlin graduated from high-school

in Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan,

and became a student at the

Moscow State University, MEX-MAT.

One of the brightest students. Published 2 papers.

Took 17 extra-curriculum courses.

Graduated in 1940 and became a graduate student.

Professors:

P.S. Alexandrov A.N.Kolmogorov L.S.Pontryagin A.I. Plesner
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In July 1941, V.A. Rokhlin joined a Moscow People Volunteer Corps.

In October 1941, V.A. got in the besiegement near Vyazma,

was wounded in both legs and left in the care of local residents.

At the end of 1941, his wound reopened. He was put in a civilian hospital

in the occupied territory and remained there until July 1942,

when as a result of a denunciation and after a German trial

he was sent to a prisoner-of-war camp.

In January 1945 the camp was liberated.

Rokhlin joined the 5th Army of the Belorussian front as a translator.

In the victory day, Rokhlin was imprisoned

and sent to a ’verification camp’ for former prisoners of war.

Rokhlin was cleared in June 1946.

He was forced to remain in the camp as a guard.

Kolmogorov and Pontryagin had written a letter supporting his release.
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1952-55 Archangelsk Forestry Institute (distance to Moscow 617 miles),

1955-57 Ivanovo Pedagogical Institute (distance to Moscow 155 miles),

1957-59 Kolomna Pedagogical Institute (distance to Moscow 65 miles).
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Rokhlin was allowed to return to Moscow.

He served as Pontryagin’s secretary in the Steklov institute.

He defended his candidate thesis in June 1947

and doctoral thesis in 1951,

entered topology and made works on homotopy groups

and 4-manifolds.

Steklov institute refused to give him an appropriate position.

Rokhlin accepted a professorship in the Institute of Forestry at Arkhangelsk.

1952-55 Archangelsk Forestry Institute (distance to Moscow 617 miles),

1955-57 Ivanovo Pedagogical Institute (distance to Moscow 155 miles),

1957-59 Kolomna Pedagogical Institute (distance to Moscow 65 miles).

It was close enough to Moscow

to allow him to interact with the mathematicians at Moscow University.

He ran a weekly research seminar on ergodic theory

at Moscow State University.
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Rokhlin (1947)

Plessner (1923)

Schlesinger (1887) Engel (1883)

Fuchs (1858) Kronecker(1845) Klein(1868) Scheibner(1853)

Kummer (1831) Weierstrass (1854) Plüker (1823) Lipschitz (1853)
Jacobi (1825)

Gudermann (1841)

Bessel (1810)Brandes (1800)

Enke (1844)

Gerling (1812)

Gauss (1799)

Dirichlet (1827)

Fourier Poisson (1800)

Lagrange (1754)

Laplace

Ohm (1811)

Von Landsdorf (1781)

D’Alambert

Dirksen (1820)

Thibaut (1786) Mayer (1773)

Lichtenberg (1739)

Kästner (1739) Euler (1726)

Johann Bernoulli (1690)

Pfaff (1786)

Hausen (1713)
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