Gaston Phillips

PHI 306

(3) Analyze Hume's acount of relations of ideas and matters of fact as well as his account of our knowledge of the relation of cause and effect in An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding.  Then explain the distinction that Kant draws between analytic judgements, synthetic judgements a posteriori, and synthetic judgements a priori; and discuss how this classification of judgements relates to Hume's account of relations of ideas and matters of fact.  Finally, ecplain how Kant's classification of judgements offers the basis of a non-Humean account of our knowledge of causal relations.

David Hume's An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding stands as the definitive account of the philosophical position of empiricism.  Knowledge, by the empiricist account, is derived entirely from experience.  Hume does not use the term knowledge, given the morass of definition and contradiction which such a term evokes, but rather devotes his work to describing and delimiting "all the objects of human reason or enquiry..." (15).

Hume explains that these objects "...may naturally be divided into two kinds, to wit, Relations of Ideas, and Matters of Fact.  Of the first kind are "... every affirmation which is either intuitively or demonstratively certain."(15).  To judge whether an object of our understanding ought to be classified as a Relation of Ideas, or as a Matter of Fact, thus requires us to weigh its certainty.  If a 

