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e initiated reconsideration of the whole system of mandatory mathematical
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e introduced and gave mandatory course in Topology (the first in the country).

He attracted lots of strong students, both undergraduate and graduate.

He created a new research school.
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Centered at a main research seminar. Specialized seminars.
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excellently located in a nice old building.

e Khrushchev’s thaw created optimism.

e Modern topology was not known in
Leningrad. (“all but banned in Moscow
MEX-MAT” -Arnold )

Rokhlin had a very strong unusual personality.
He stood out from professors of MAT-MEX.
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noble and respectful attitude towards his opponent made him stand out.”

A few things to mention:

V.A's speech and lectures.

see http://www.math.stonybrook.edu/ oleg/Rokhlin/LectLMO-eng.html
V.A. used to give a whole area to a student,

carefully stated problems to students,

taught students to write mathematics,

maintained a wonderful atmosphere in seminars.
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Mother: Genrietta Levenson, Father: Abram Rokhlin,
Physician, The head of Social-Democrat since 1903.
sanitary-epidemiological Arrested in September 1939,
station Baku. accused in espionage,
Assassinated in 1923. executed in July 1941,

rehabilitated in 1957.
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Moscow State University, MEX-MAT.
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Graduated in 1940 and became a graduate student.

Professors:

| ‘ s
P.S. Alexandrov A.N.Kolmogorov L.S.Pontryagin A.l. Plesner
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In January 1945 the camp was liberated.
Rokhlin joined the 5th Army of the Belorussian front as a translator.

In the victory day, Rokhlin was imprisoned
and sent to a 'verification camp’ for former prisoners of war.
Rokhlin was cleared in June 1946.
He was forced to remain in the camp as a guard.
Kolmogorov and Pontryagin had written a letter supporting his release.
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1957-59 Kolomna Pedagogical Institute (distance to Moscow 65 miles).

It was close enough to Moscow
to allow him to interact with the mathematicians at Moscow University.
He ran a weekly research seminar on ergodic theory
at Moscow State University.
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Mathematical genealogy

Rokhlin (1947)

Fuchs (1858)

Engel (1883)

Scheibner(1853)

| Jacobi (1825)

Plessner (1923)
I
[ I
Schlesinger (1887)
I I
I I
Kronecker(1845) Klein(1868)
|
I I
Weierstrass (1854) Pliker (1823)

Kummer (1831)
I

Brandes (1800)

| Gudermann (1841)
Bessel (1810)

Enke (1844)

Gerling (1812)

Gauss (1799)

Pfaff (1786)

Lipschitz (1853) |
Dirksen (1820)

I
I I
Thibaut (1786) Mayer (1773)

Dirichlet (1827)

Fourier

I
Poisson (1800)

Lagrange (1754)

I
Ohm (1811)

Von Landsdorf (1781)

Lichtenberg [1739)

Kastner (1
|

Hausen (1713)

739)

Euler (1726) Laplace

Johann Bernoulli (1690) D’Alambert
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