
MAT 131 CALCULUS I – SPRING 2014
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Instructor. Raluca Tanase
Email: raluca.tanase@stonybrook.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:00 – 3:00 pm in Math Tower 4-120 & 3:00 – 4:00 pm in MLC.

Lectures. MW 4:00 – 5:20pm in Humanities 1003.

Textbook. The course textbook is Single Variable Calculus (Stony Brook Edition) , by James Stewart.
This is the same book as Stewart’s Concepts and Contexts, 4th edition, but with a different cover and
a lower price. The same book is used by MAT 125, MAT 126, MAT 127, MAT 131 and MAT 132.
In MAT 131 we will cover the first five chapters (limits, continuous functions, differential calculus
and its applications, integral calculus).

Reading. The textbook is intended to be read. Read the assigned sections corresponding to the
homework assignments. This will greatly increase your comprehension, and enable you to ask
questions in class. Furthermore, the lectures will not always be able to cover all of the material for
which you will be responsible.

Blackboard. Almost all course administration will take place on Blackboard:
https://blackboard.stonybrook.edu/

Course information and written homework assignments will all be posted there. Your exam and
quiz grades will also be reported on Blackboard.

Problem sets. You cannot learn calculus without working problems. Expect to spend at least
8 hours a week solving problems; do all of the assigned problems, as well as additional ones
to study. Each week, you will be given two sets of problems, one due in class, and one to be
completed online.

• Your weekly written homework will be due in class on Wednesday, starting February 5. It
will be graded and returned to you in recitation in the following week. Late homework
will not be accepted! You may work together on your problem sets, and you are encour-
aged to do so. However, you must write up your solutions to the problem sets by yourself.
They should be written neatly and legibly in grammatically correct mathematical English.

• For online homework, we will be using WebAssign, a web-based system in which you
see the problems, submit your answers and/or solutions and get immediate feedback on
your work. You will be graded on how many questions you get correct and how many
tries it takes you to get the correct answer. If you are enrolled in MAT 131 you already
have a WebAssign account. You do not need a class key or any other code. If you haven’t
purchased WebAssign with your textbook or separately you will be prompted to ”pay-
up” when you enter the program. You get a free trial for the first two weeks. The best
way to enter WebAssign is from the course webpage on Blackboard. Generally, the online
assignments will be due on Monday morning.

The lowest three scores will be dropped when computing the HW component of your final grade.

Quizzes. There will be (at least) five unannounced quizzes in recitation over the course of the
semester, based on the homework assignment and the reading for that week.
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Exams. There will be two evening midterms and one final exam. If you have a conflict with any
scheduled academic activity, please let me know as soon as possible, so that we may work out this
conflict. As per university’s regulations, we cannot change the dates of the exams.

• Midterm 1 – Tuesday, February 25, 8:45 - 10:15 pm.
• Midterm 2 – Tuesday, April 8, 8:45 - 10:15 pm.
• Final Exam – Wednesday, May 14, 11:15am - 1:45pm.

Academic integrity. As always, you are expected to abide by the Stony Brook Code of Academic
Integrity. Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally ac-
countable for all submitted work. Representing another person’s work as your own is always
wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instance of academic dishonesty to the Aca-
demic Judiciary. For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories
of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at

http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary.
Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other
people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior
that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, and/or
inhibits students’ ability to learn.

Support outside of lecture. Please feel free to come to my office hours or your TA’s office hours
to ask questions about the material we are studying or about the homework assignments. The
schedule of the office hours will be updated on Blackboard and also on the Stony Brook webpage:

http://www.math.sunysb.edu/office-hours.
The Math Learning Center, in Math S-240A, is also there for you to get help with Calculus. It is
staffed most days and some evenings; your lecturer or TA may hold some of his or her office hours
there. A schedule should be posted outside the room and at the Math Undergraduate Office.

DSS advisory: If you have a physical, psychological, medical, or learning disability that may af-
fect your course work, please contact Disability Support Services (DSS) office: ECC (Educational
Communications Center) Building, room 128, telephone (631) 632-6748/TDD. DSS will determine
with you what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. Arrangements should be made
early in the semester (before the first exam) so that your needs can be accommodated. All informa-
tion and documentation of disability is confidential. Students requiring emergency evacuation are
encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and DSS. For procedures and information,
go to the following web site http://www.ehs.sunysb.edu and search Fire safety and Evacuation
and Disabilities.

Grading policy. Grades will be computed using the following point break-down:
• Each midterm: 25%;
• Final exam: 30%;
• Recitation grade: 20%.

The recitation grade is based on your scores on in-class quizzes and online and written homework.
In particular, your homework will count for half of the points in your recitation grade.
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